
  

Minutes of Uphall Community Council – Wednesday 15th September 2021

in Uphall  Community Centre and Via Zoom

1.  Declaration of Interest

To be declared throughout the meeting as the need arises.

2.  Attendance and Apologies

Present:   Irene  Bishop  (Chair),  David  Flight,  Lynne  McEwen  (part  meeting),  Jonathan  Moore,
George Scott, Cllr Diane Calder, Cllr Angela Doran and Cllr Chris Horne.

Apologies : Pippa Plevin and Cllr Janet Campbell.

Irene informed members that she had sent a card and flowers to Lynne.

3.  Minutes

Minutes of Community Council meeting held on 16th June 2021 were approved as a correct record.
Proposed by George Scott and seconded by Jonathan Moore.

4.  Matters arising

Silhouette:  Purchase of silhouettes is ongoing.  Cllr Doran stated that the wall/some land at the gable
of Facelook is not owned by West Lothian Council.  Irene noted an alternative location for the Purple
Poppy sign would be on a noticeboard frame – with the heritage trail sign being moved elsewhere on
the site.  It was noted that the look of the metalwork is rusty/aged.  One planning application would be
submitted for the silhouettes, the  Purple Poppy sign and the re-location of the Heritage Trail sign.
ACTION:  IB - purchase/planning/raise at BUTCMG.

Application to the Councillors Disbursement fund to be made for Newsletter:  This is ongoing.  Cllr
Calder  noted that  she had not  received a request  for  funding.   After  further  discussion,  meeting
agreed to publish a winter edition.  All Councillors in attendance agreed that their disbursement could
be utilised in this manner.  ACTION:  JPM -  send request form to Cllr Calder and complete
processes with other Councillors.

Alexander Street:  To arrange face to face consultation about one way system.

Graffiti from elections still to be cleaned up:  WLC owned sites have been cleaned, but units owned by
BT and others need to be contacted directly.  ACTION:  GS - try to identify/contact  owners.
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Chair Irene Bishop 01506 857356
Secretary Lynne McEwen lynnemcewen@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer Fraser Graham 01506 852610
Planning Dr Gerald Paisey ghjpaisey@tiscali.co.uk

mailto:Paiseyghjpaisey@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:lynnemcewen@hotmail.co.uk


5.  Community Council Elections

Irene reported that eight current Community Councillors have been elected to  Uphall  Community
Council for the new four year term.  Tom Parham did not stand for re-election.  Our sincere thanks go
to Tom for his commitment to Uphall Community Council over recent years.

6.  Reports

Treasurer:  No report was available.

Planning:  Meeting noted the following 3 planning applications:
 Crown lifting of sycamore trees and western red cedar trees at Middleton Hall Care Home
 Installation of 20m high phase 8 telecommunication monopole, cabinet and associated works

at 70 West Main Street, Uphall
 Replacement of conservatory roof at 6 Fernlea, Uphall

BUTCMG:  Jonathan gave an overview of current active projects including:
 Planting of  a new Saugh Tree at  Holmes Park and an interpretation board at  Strathbrock

telling the story of the former Saugh Tree
 Bike Racks to be installed in both communities
 Defibrillators:  Installation of defibrillators in both communities.  Irene noted that Uphall has two

public defibrillators – at Uphall PS and Scotmid

Joint Forum:  Irene read notes received from Pippa including:
 Notes that the CC election campaign went well with the JF giving out a number of cards and

posters to publicise the election.  Social  media was also used to get  the message out.   A
Community Council in the south of the county had 16 nominations for its 12 places and will
hold an election. Two Community Councils had no nominations and will cease to exist.

 The Joint Forum agreed to send a Statement regarding the Feeley Review on Adult Social
Care to all Lothian MSPs.  Ian Buchanan had a meeting with Fiona Hyslop MSP to discuss.

At this time, Lynne joined the meeting via zoom.

7.  Correspondence

Correspondence  received regarding the Purple  Poppy Memorial  –  noted  as  discussed  earlier  in
meeting.

8.  Other business

Trees at King George V Park:  George applied to the Woodland Trust for a ‘Tree Pack’ and the
application was successful.  A pack of 105 trees will be sent to us in early November.  George spoke
about the options we have in moving this project forward.  Irene suggested involving schools and the
wider community.  George and David agreed to develop plans.  ACTION:  GS and DF - to discuss.

Queens Jubilee:  Jonathan highlighted some of options and costs.  After discussion, meeting agreed
that  Jonathan and David would investigate suitable trees and costs and report  back to the next
meeting.  A plaque will be inserted to mark the occasion.  ACTION:  JPM and DF - to discuss.
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Minutes:   Post  office does  not  have  appropriate  space for  the  displaying  of  Community  Council
minutes.

Police report:  Jonathan noted that a Community Council elsewhere in the county enjoys the presence
of the police at their meetings.  Meeting agreed to write to Sgt Keith Jack inviting him or a colleague
to attend / report to Uphall Community Council meetings.  ACTION:  IB - write to Sgt Keith Jack.

70th Anniversary:  Meeting agreed to work with the Uphall Community Education Centre committee to
develop plans to celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.

EANAB:  Irene read notes received from Pippa giving an overview -  the Edinburgh Airport ACP for
new Flight Paths continues as they assess what is to be done in designing new flight paths. Simon
Rhodes, a former air traffic controller,  has been appointed by EAL to work on this process.  The
Independent Noise Authority is to be wound up later this month and its functions transferred to the
CAA.  EANAB is cosigning a letter being sent to the DfT to protest this move.  EANAB has also
contributed to the consultation on night flights.

Public Realm Consultation:  Irene read notes received from Pippa asking if the Community Council
was intending submitting a response to the Public Realm Consultation before  it closes on the 24th
September.  After discussion, it was agreed to write to WLC noting that the design report is out of
date (mainly produced in 2009) and does not reflect the current changes in  our Town Centres.  In
addition, it gives the Community Council no time to survey our community.  Irene also noted that the
Public Realm document should include the lack of car parking in Uphall.  ACTION:  JPM - to write
to WLC.

Remembrance  Wreaths:   On  Remembrance  Sunday,  a  member  of  Uphall  Community  Council
attends the Broxburn & Uphall  War Memorial  to lay a Wreath.  Meeting agreed to purchase our
Wreath from the Lady Haig’s Poppy Factory.  ACTION:  IB - to purchase Wreath.

A member of the community had spoken with Irene about people depositing bottles at the bottle bank
before 6am and after midnight.  Also noise from nearby parks at early times in the morning.  Agreed
to add content to the forthcoming newsletter regarding being considerate and neighbourly.  ACTION:
IB/JPM - add content to newsletter.

Launch  of  Uphall  CC  website:   The  new  Community  Council  website  is  now  available  at
www.uphallcc.org.uk

Date of next meeting : 20th October 2021
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